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Dramatis Personae

dramatis personae 
(ancillary parts can be doubled)

 simon day:  Deep-sea diver. Steadfast 43-year-old in 
training for an extended expedition to 
establish a scientific base at the bottom 
of the Mariana Trench. Secretly has what 
he thinks is a slight neurological disorder 
that makes him see pelagic fish.

 aubrey wykeham:  Hard-bitten explorer and mountain 
climber, three quarters of the way up the 
north face of K2 without oxygen. His  
altitude means he will be the first to see 
it all coming. Tends to complain a lot. 

 flt lt sergey prokofiev:  Pilot lost in the Bermuda Triangle,  
circling around as his fuel runs out but 
unable to find any signs of land in any 
direction. Tight-lipped Caucasian who 
tends to work too hard.

 president robert diall:  Republican 47th President of the United 
States of America. About to enter  
impeachment proceedings following  
several security breaches and ‘oversights’ 
he cannot prove were not sanctioned 
from his office, and the revelation that  
he lied to the nation about the Brink 
Project.
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 kirk duggit:  Member of the Counter Terrorist Unit 
working with the FBI in Washington 
DC, who suspects there is about to be a 
major cyberterrorism attack that could 
‘compromise the entire internet’. Rarely 
sees his wife, has trouble sleeping.

 general birkbank:  President Diall’s Chief of Staff.  
Belligerent 53-year-old who has gained 
control of the nuclear defence codes  
following an incident when the President 
was found unconscious in a crashed 
Prius with an empty bottle of hard liquor 
and a male junior intern.

 jem:  English UK Uncut activist who has  
organised a Facebook group ‘exposing’ 
lower-level members of the British royal 
family. Tends to borrow other people’s 
things and not give them back.

 shelley bast:  Homemaker. Plucky 47-year-old who has 
raised three children to her alcoholic 
husband Terry, who is currently missing. 
Tends to have trouble saying no.

 bill torby:  Cornish fisherman, 61 years old with a 
damaged eye, who has noticed that cod 
stocks have recently been exhibiting 
strange shoal behaviour and impaired 
taste. 

 dr sara daschsby:  Marine biologist, 36 years old, charting 
extraordinary accelerated development 
in fish stocks off the south-west coast of 
England. On the verge of a big discovery 
and can’t find a boyfriend. 
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 professor franz schmidt:  Theoretical physicist at MIT, 67,  
involved in the Brink Project. Inventor  
of a fusion reaction bomb that against 
his express wishes is being tested by the 
US Military. Brilliant but has trouble 
sleeping.

 sia durutti:  Conceptual artist. An anxious 29-year-
old who aims in her work to express the 
digimodern vernacular by undiscrimi-
nated formal innovation and who is  
sexually involved with designer Harrow 
Berne. She doesn’t know he hanged  
himself in his Manhattan flat on 23  
September.

 tony slattery:  The eponymous television comedian and 
media personality. Having successfully 
battled twin demons of bipolar disorder 
and alcohol addiction, he is finally on the 
verge of his great comeback.

 felice pablo:  Bolivian cartel head and father of six. 
Personal friend to President Diall and 
Lippy Downes. 

 jackie clegg:  Nurse at the Queen Elizabeth II hospital 
in Welwyn Garden City who found  
herself pulled out of a long-standing  
depressive spiral by her experience with 
a severely disabled child called Debs.

 officer j pitredy:  Police officer serving on the Lower West 
Side who might have discovered a cover-
up operation among the senior manage-
ment of the Manhattan law enforcement 
services. 
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 governor schenectady:  49-year-old Governor of Arkansas who 
has been receiving payouts from Big 
Pharma but is at risk following his  
public endorsement of the so-called 
‘Super Drug’, MGL. 

 denise channing:  Schenectady’s personal secretary, 
23-year-old bombshell with a degree in 
politics and a secret life as anonymous 
whistle-blogger Miss Tarnation, who first 
broke the story about Teddy Bunting. 

 george mountbank,   Flamboyant low-level member of the 
 earl of wessex:   British royal family who keeps several 

‘hot houses’ across West London.

 chad benning:  Hacker who coded the ‘Richard III’  
trojan horse that broke the IRS  
Timesharing System on 23 September. 
The 19-year-old is only ever seen in  
silhouette. 

 aj dehany:  Hack. Friends with imaginary UK Uncut 
activist Jem and Chad Benning. Lacking 
in purpose.

 lippy downes:  Society junkie and sometime lover of  
designer Harrow Berne, the 35-year-old 
transsexual is prone to mixing up her 
hormone treatments and her anti- 
depressants, sometimes resulting in 
strange growth spurts that make her sad.

 niall rodney:  Political poet and activist. On a GCHQ 
watch-list following his most recent 
book I AM AMERIKA. Registered 
opium addict.
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 michael oakman:  President of South Africa who has called 
together an emergency meeting of the 
Upper House to discuss the escalating 
race-based rioting in Pretoria. 

 dirk songkirk:  NSA employee in PRISM, considering 
’doing a Snowden’.

 teddy bunting:  Disgraced former variety entertainer 
with ties to low-level members of the 
British royal family and previously  
undisclosed interests in ‘tech’. Has bad 
dreams – like, really bad ones.

 mai lai:  Chinese industrialist residing in Hong 
Kong who has made a deal with US 
President Diall to construct power  
stations all along the Eastern Seaboard. 
Likes to get hammered at all-night  
karaoke bars.

 barry betts:  Publican. The ebullient 51-year-old  
secretly helps out his regulars by under-
charging them and sending them small 
gifts because he’s going to have to close 
the pub. 

 Émile zola:  Deceased French novelist and soi-disant 
social historian. Tends to be a bit forget-
ful, works too hard.

 carrie ernest:  Freelance fashion columnist, the sassy 
22-year-old plans to quit haute couture 
and publish philosophical novels of an 
absurdist bent. It is her column on 23 
September that inadvertently breaks up 
Italian Vogue editor Kyra Tutto’s  
marriage.
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 giacomo tutto:  Writer and semiologist, 69 years old. 
Currently having an affair with a fashion 
school student a third his age. 

 alfie jenk:  Property developer. A resourceful 
36-year-old from Surrey, he is putting  
together a proposal to construct luxury 
residences on the Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch. 

 toby:  Three-year-old Border Collie, with a 
keen nose, a sharp eye, and a superb pelt, 
who discovered the body of a man at the 
bottom of a fire ridge in the woods at 
Mustardpit Fell on 23 September.

 penny birkbank:  Columnist and low-level member of the 
British Royal family who has recently 
left Twitter.

 jacob tundra:  11-year-old boy currently held in a  
hostage situation in Pretoria who thinks 
he might have spotted a means of escape 
by crawling under one of the ventilation 
suites in the bank if he can encourage  
the other hostages to create a suitable  
distraction for the freedom fighters.

 tina rice:  Pentagon intern, a bubbly 23-year-old 
who is already slightly dispirited. Has 
been leaking information to Kirk Duggit 
and is involved in a ‘sexual’ relationship 
with one of General Birkbank’s admin 
team, whom she only texts when she’s 
wasted. Tends to get wasted, on account 
of being slightly dispirited.
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 nice dave:  Office Manager at Easley’s Supplies and 
Wholesale, Main Office. Father of  
severely disabled child Debs. Tends to 
work too hard. 

 satoshi nakomoto:  Inventor of Bitcoin and creator of its 
original reference implementation. Not 
proven as to whether he is an individual 
or a group. It is Satoshi’s intervention 
that leads to the so-called ‘Freezethaw’ 
of the New York Stock Exchange on 23 
September. 

 prime minister yann degoek:  Prime Minister of Belgium. His brother 
is a cell leader of the Flemish Unification 
Movement. Wears spectacles that are the 
wrong prescription.

 il padre:  Elderly Bolivian cartel godfather,  
currently in a coma which Felice Pablo 
had nothing to do with.

 alain robbe-grillet:  Inventor of le Nouveau Roman,  
presumed dead.

 chaim menkel:  The last person who saw Teddy Bunting 
alive.

 ty illing:  Former football quarterback and bit  
part actor. The face of ‘Redskins Kids’, 
rumoured to be a front for money  
laundering. Has slight brain damage and 
a vocal slur, and wonders how secure he 
will be in retirement. Early adopter of 
the so-called ‘Super Drug’, MGL.

 captain ahab:  Fictional sailor. While in the Bermuda 
Triangle he encounters a Russian jet 
fighter, but is unable to attract the  
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attention of the pilot, who he notices  
is about to fly directly into a large 
Dreadnought-class warship that seems to 
be scuttled 70 feet above the surface of 
the water.

 chief inspector iain rosebank:  Detective in Special Branch, working  
on a tough case involving low-level 
members of the British royal family.  
He is certain he is about to be shut 
down, and every night smuggles home 
copies of the documentation he has been 
gathering. Has a slight limp in one leg.

 terr-e:  Hacker who is the first person to realise 
the terrible truth about the Brink Project. 
Never had a girlfriend, has trouble  
masturbating.

*

act 1   scene 1

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch fills the sea, represented on stage by plastic 
bags stretching across the full length of the mise-en-scène

Stage right an accursed whale is beached upside down across the edge of the 
stalls. Suspended from the flies are thick black clouds made of harvested human 
hair and syringes that are blocking out the light from the sun (yellow gel lamp 
rear of stage)

A flash of light softly ripples on the face of the poisoned waters as the mush-
room cloud explands and sets off a chain reaction instantaneously destroying  
all things.

Curtain


